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“Our courses help forge new, effective ways of 
implementing resilience to climate change in our 
communities. Monsoon Academy is more than 
a course — it is a collaboration to build upon for 
years to come.”

Dr. Thomas E. Downing
Dean of Monsoon Academy

Why Choose Us
The Adaptation Academy in GCAP builds professional 
capacity, integrating three themes: the foundations of 
adaptation and resilience; technical approaches and tools 
for designing and implementing adaptation projects; 
and leadership and working with stakeholders including 
personal and professional development. GCAP has run 
Adaptation Academies and courses ranging from 1 day to 
3 weeks, building up an extensive library of presentations, 
group sessions, case studies, and supporting material. 
The Monsoon Academy tutorial team will draw on these 
resources to deliver a comprehensive and cutting-edge 
course on Climate Resilience in Urban Areas. 

Tandem Research is an interdisciplinary research collective 
that generates policy insights at the interface of technology, 
society and sustainability. Its work seeks to ensure that no 
one gets left behind in technological and environmental 
transitions that will invariably shape Future Cities in India. 
Working with local and international partners, Tandem 
Research facilitates panels and discussions, and authors 
academic research and reports surrounding resilience 
capacities in informal settlements in Urban India. 

Planning for Climate 
Resilience in Urban Areas
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How do we design 
cities that are resilient 

to climatic shocks 
and changes; that 

represent an inclusive 
model in the face of 
urban development; 
and that are thriving 

centers for cultural and 
civic participation?

Contact Us



Course Logistics 
Included in the course package is board, lodging, 
and a banquet to award certificates of completion. 
Participants are responsible for their flights. 

The fee is $1500 (USD) which includes tuition and 
online support for one year following the course. 
Scholarships and additional support are available 
for participants from India. 

The course is conducted in English and thus 
written and spoken English competency is an 
essential requirement. 

 

Course Content 
Participants will gain grounding in a 
broad range of climate change issues 
from the underlying science of climate 
change and its implications to the 
international political agenda of climate 
change mitigation and adaptation. Key 
emphasis is placed on the context of 
poverty reduction and green growth — 
exploring what climate change implies 
in terms of vulnerability and building 
resilience in developing countries.

The course is structured to encourage 
participants to share their ideas 
through interactive and small-group 
work. Through discussion, participants 
will consolidate the knowledge and 
insight they have gained in areas that 
have practical relevance to their work.

Topics to be covered are: climate 
resilience frameworks and concepts; 
urban   and   spatial planning 
opportunities and work with 
stakeholders; climate action through 
capacity building, procedures, tools 
and finance; and field excursions 
to explore practical issues.

 
Expert inputs will include:

• Understanding urbanism
• Climate science
• Impacts and vulnerability in  

the context of development
• Adaptation and resilience: 

examples and lessons from 
different sectors

• International policy and 
implementation mechanisms

• Biodiversity and land  
degradation

• Urban responses to climate 
change

• Low carbon development 
pathways 

Online support will be available for 
participants following the course 

to continue their professional 
development in urban resilience.

TARGET AUDIENCE
Are you interested in urban planning and development? At 
an early stage in your career in climate resilience efforts? 
This course is for you!

The course includes case studies from India, Nepal and 
Bangladesh as the primary focus. Practitioners from 
India and South Asia are, therefore, actively sought. The 
course also welcomes international participants who wish 
to expand their understanding of local issues in a global 
context. 

The course is especially aimed at:

Employees of government, NGOs, international agencies 
and private organisations.
Professionals who do not have an existing specialism in 
the field but who may have new responsibility or interest 
in the integration of climate change management into 
development planning, projects and policy. 

FACULTY 
 
Dean

Dr. Thomas E. Downing, CEO, Global Climate 
Adaptation Partnership, Oxford, UK

 
Tutorial Team

Ripin Kalra, Adaptation Academy Director, Global 
Climate Adaptation Partnership, London, UK

Suruchi Bhadwal, Senior Fellow, Earth Science 
and Climate Change, The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI) 

Dr. Vikrom Mathur, Director, Tandem Research, 
Goa, India

THE MONSOON ACADEMY
BRINGS THE LATEST IN CLIMATE 
RESILIENCE PRACTICE TO URBAN 
PLANNING. 

Urban populations are at risk of current and future climate 
impacts including a rising toll of cyclones, coastal erosion, 

heat waves and water crises like droughts and floods. This is 
increasingly precarious as urban areas are connected to global 

economics and regional ecosystems. Currently, urban resilience 
is at the forefront of sectors where planning, investment and 

implementation lag well behind growing climate risks. 

Recent participants include:

Employees of national ministries of environment, 
agriculture, planning and finance from countries 
worldwide, and staff of organisations such as Oxfam, 
Redcross, UNDP, UNEP, and more. 


